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Claim: Scotch whisky contributes £7.1 billion to the UK economy (2022), with 66,000 jobs 
and 77% of Scottish food and drink exports. It’s a global industry, with key regions like 
Speyside, Islay, and Campbeltown, and major distilleries like Glenfiddich and Glenmorangie. 

Verification: 

● The £7.1 billion figure aligns with industry reports, as Scotch whisky is one of 
Scotland’s most valuable exports. The 66,000 jobs figure is plausible, covering 
production, distribution, and tourism (e.g., distillery visits). 

● The 77% export share for food and drink is consistent with historical data, as whisky 
dominates Scotland’s food and drink sector. 

● Speyside, Islay, and Campbeltown are indeed key whisky regions, and distilleries like 
Glenfiddich (owned by William Grant & Sons) and Glenmorangie (owned by LVMH, a 
French luxury group) are major players. 

Business Ownership: 

● The whisky industry is a mix of Scottish-owned companies (e.g., William Grant & Sons) 
and international ownership. Since devolution, there’s been consolidation, with 
global firms like Diageo (UK-based but multinational), Pernod Ricard (French), 
and LVMH acquiring distilleries. 



● Devolution hasn’t directly changed ownership, but the Scottish Government has 
promoted whisky as a cultural asset, boosting tourism and export initiatives. The 
industry remains a global business, with significant foreign investment. 

Scotch Whisky's Economic Impact 2022  

● Diageo: A British multinational alcoholic drinks company, Diageo owns 29 distilleries 
and produces 27% of all malt capacity. Their brands include Johnnie Walker, Talisker, 
and Lagavulin.  

● Pernod Ricard: A French company, Pernod Ricard owns 13 distilleries, including Chivas 
Brothers.  

● The Edrington Group: This company, also based in Scotland, owns distilleries like 
Macallan.  

● William Grant & Sons: Another Scottish company, they own Glenfiddich and other 
distilleries. 

● The Scotch Whisky industry is highly productive, having added approximately £273,000 
per employee directly to the UK economy in 2022. 

 

https://www.whiskyinvestdirect.com/about-whisky/malt-whisky-distilleries-in-scotland  

The total production capacity of the malt distilleries in Scotland is estimated at 403 million 
Litres of Pure Alcohol (LPA) per year, although it typically does not operate at full capacity. In 
2023, the industry operated at 83% capacity, for an estimated production of 336 million LPA. 
The full production capacity of each Scotch malt whisky distillery is listed below, with capacity 
given in LPA. Malt whisky distilleries in Scotland | WhiskyInvestDirect  

https://www.scotch-whisky.org.uk/media/2170/scotch-whisky-economic-impact-report-2024.pdf
https://www.whiskyinvestdirect.com/about-whisky/malt-whisky-distilleries-in-scotland
https://www.whiskyinvestdirect.com/about-whisky/malt-whisky-distilleries-in-scotland


 

 

 


